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For Immediate Release 

Gurnee Man Charged with Reproducing Child 
Pornography  

  
The Lake County Sheriff’s Office Cybercrimes Unit, along with the Lake County State’s 
Attorney’s Cybercrimes Unit and assisted by Agents of the Department of Homeland Security 
Investigations (ICE) conducted a child pornography investigation which resulted in the 
following arrest. 
  
On February 3, 2015 a search warrant was executed at a residence in the 1300 block of 
Almaden Ln. in Gurnee. As a result of the investigation Charles S. Herbst (51) was arrested at 
this residence.  Evidence was seized from the residence which included multiple electronic 
devices capable of storing electronic media.   
  
A forensic examination of the media devices revealed thousands of images and videos 
identified as child pornography.  It was also determined during the investigation that Herbst 
reproduced numerous photographs containing child pornography where the children depicted 
were under the age of 13.  



  
Herbst was charged with ten counts of Reproducing Child Pornography, each a Class X Felony. 
The offense of Reproducing Child Pornography occurs when an image containing child 
pornography is duplicated, distributed and stored on other electronic media devices. Each 
Class X Felony carries a possible sentence of a minimum of 6 to 30 years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections. 
  
Based on the extensive amount of child pornography located on the electronic media, further 
investigation will be conducted to determine if additional charges will be sought on the devices 
seized.  
Herbst is being held in the Lake County Jail on a $250,000.00 bond with his next court date 
scheduled for February 11, 2015 at 9:00 am in courtroom C-120. 
 
“The Lake County Sheriff’s Office Cyber Crimes Unit remains dedicated to searching for and 
arresting those who choose to victimize children through predatory surfing on the internet or 
through the production and distribution of child pornography” says Lake County Sheriff Mark 
C. Curran Jr.  
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